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Mississippi Oyster Reefs to Open Oct. 26

BILOXI, Miss. — The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has announced the opening
of Areas Il “A” and Il “C” Conditionally Approved Waters to the harvest of oysters, effective Monday,
Oct. 26, 2009, at legal sunrise.

e Area Il “A” Conditionally Approved Waters including the tonging reefs of Pass
Christian, Hornets Reef and Henderson Point.

e Areall “C” Conditionally Approved Waters and its subdivisions of Il “E” (including
Square Handkerchief reef and southern portions of Henderson Point reef), Il “F”
(including southern portions of the Pass Christian reef) and Il “G” (including northern
portions of the Pass Marianne and Telegraph reefs).

All other Mississippi waters remain closed to oyster harvest.

Harvesters must check in on notification slips at drop-boxes located at one of the designated
check stations at Pass Christian Harbor or Bayou Caddy. Beginning Monday, Oct. 26, the
checkout time for all oyster harvesters will change to 3:00 p.m. All harvesters must be
off the reefs and checked out prior to 3:00 p.m.

Additionally, all oysters harvested for the day will now have up to three hours after they
are checked out to be placed under mechanical refrigeration.

The daily commercial vessel sack limit is 25 sacks for dredging and 20 sacks for tonging.
Recreational harvesters are limited to 3 sacks per seven-day period. All other current rules
and regulations will remain in effect.

For more information on the open and closed areas, call the DMR’s 24-hour Oyster
Information Hot Line at (228) 374-5167 or (800) 385-5902.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and
conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands,
adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational,
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns
and social changes. Visit the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov.
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