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DMR Develops Plan to Limit Oyster License Sales

BILOXI, Miss. — The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) announced
today the development of a plan to limit the sale of oyster licenses for the 2009-2010
oyster season. The plan is a result of a motion passed at this months Mississippi
Commission on Marine Resources (CMR) meeting. The CMR motion states:

If it is determined that there is an unusual increase in the oyster license sales,
and it is determined that it is necessary to conserve the fishery resource, the
executive director is authorized to suspend the issuance of oyster licenses
through the end of the 2009-2010 oyster season. Furthermore, if such action is
taken by the executive director, a report shall be presented to the commission at
the following meeting, at which time the commission may take such action as
deemed necessary.

The plan will limit the number of commercial oyster licenses available for sale in each of
the four major categories: resident dredging, resident tonging, out-of-state dredging and
out-of-state tonging. The license sales limits established, based on past license sales by
category, had not been met through Thursday afternoon.

Oyster harvesters that have not already done so are encouraged to purchase a current
license to ensure their continued ability to participate in this year’'s oyster season. All
harvesters must provide current vessel documentation or registration, proof of residency
of the boat owner (e.g., valid drivers license) and proper identification of boat captain. The
DMR will only accept cash, money order, cashiers check or in-state checks as payment.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting
and conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust
wetlands, adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial,
recreational, educational and economic uses of these resources consistent with
environmental concerns and social changes. Visit the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov.
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