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How can | help put a stop to
marine debris?

Don’t throw trash overboard. The Marine Litter Act of
1989 prohibits the dumping of wastes, garbage and other
debris from vessels within Mississippi state waters. This
includes any types of plastics, including synthetic ropes,
fishing nets, garbage bags and other garbage including
paper products, glass, metal, dunnage, lining and packing
materials.
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It’s the LAW!

CMR Ordinance 10.003, Section 2 requires all vessels on
Muississippi marine waters (including personal watercraft)
to have a clearly marked closed container for the proper
disposal of waste, trash and other garbage. Throwing
trash overboard is punishable with a fine of up to $500 for
the first offense and up to $10,000 for the second offense.
A marine litter sticker must be posted onboard vessels in
marine waters in passengers’ plain view.
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For boating emergencies,
call State Marine Patrol:
1-800-294-5551

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
1141 Bayview Ave., Suite 101
Biloxi, Mississippi 39530
(228) 374-5000
www.dmr.state.ms.us

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
Boat and Water Safety Bureau
(228) 432-2820
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 Boating equipment
checklist

e Pump-out locations

« Marine litter sticker

Look for this distinctive symbol where you buy fishing tackle or
motorboat fuel, and where you fish or launch your boat. This symbol
indicates that the manufacturer pays a special excise tax under the
Sport Fish Restoration Act—and that your state fish and wildlife
agencies are working to improve your fishing and boating.

This public document is not for sale, and all rights to the
publication are reserved to the DMR. Copies may be made for
educational purposes only.

Please peel and remove marine litter sticker above and
post on your boat or personal watercraft.

Yy .
'u.; Printed on recycled paper Reprinted June 2005
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Why should | take a boating
education course?

All persons born after June 30, 1980, must have
passed a boating education course approved by the
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and
Parks to legally operate a vessel. In addition, a person
under 12 years of age must also be accompanied onboard
by someone who is at least 21 years old. The boating
education certificate must be carried onboard the vessel
whenever it is operated by someone required to have a
certificate.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources Boat and
Water Safety Bureau offers free approved boating educa-
tion classes to the public along the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
To pre-register, call (228) 432-2820.

A boating
education
certificate is
awarded upon
successful
completion of
an approved
boating
education
course. \ Y,

(1‘_13 Mississippi Department of
%

iy Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks : 4
= BOATING EDUCATION CERTIFICATE ‘-
DATE 11

STUDENT LD, NUMBER BIRTHDATE |

How do | register my boat?

You must have a Mississippi Certifi-
cate Number and validation
decals to legally operate
your vessel on public waters
in Mississippi if your boat is
motorized or if your boatis a
spacer o yphens. SA1IDOAL. The validation decal
shoudd sppear b st be affixed on both sides
of the vessel, preceding the
prefix letters of the registration number
and within six inches of the registration
number. If your vessel requires registra-
tion, itisillegal to operate or allow others
to operate your vessel unless it is registered
and numbered as described above.

Validation
Decal

4 N\
The Certificate of oy Mississippi Depaniment of
N b t b ‘3 Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks
umber must be BOAT REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE
onboard and
available for
inspection by an
enforcement
officer whenever
the vessel is

operated.

| HIN OR BOAT SERIALNO. | | HULL

11 LENGTH || MAKE |

\t TYPEUSE || YR.BULT || PROPULSION || EXPIRATION DATE 1)

Ifaregistered vessel is
sold or otherwise trans-
ferred to another person

What equipment is legally required
on my boat?

The following is a listing of equipment required
while boating in Mississippi waters. *

v/ Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs)
* All vessels must carry one wearable U.S. Coast
Guard-approved PFD for each person onboard.
* In addition to the above requirements, vessels 16 feet
in length or longer must have one Type IV U.S. Coast
Guard-approved PFD onboard and readily accessible.
* Children 12 years old and younger must wear a Type
I, Il or T U.S. Coast Guard-approved PFD whenever
underway in a vessel under 26 feet in length.
» Each person riding on or being towed behind a
personal watercraft must wear a Type I, Il or 11 U.S.
Coast Guard-approved PFD.
* Besides being U.S. Coast Guard-approved, all PFDs
must be:
> In good and serviceable condition;
> Readily accessible, which means you are able to
put the PFD on quickly in an emergency; and
> Of the proper size for the intended wearer.
(Sizing for PFDs is based on body weight and
chest size.)

v Navigation Lights

Boat lights help you and other boaters determine which is
the give-way boat when encountering each other at night.
These lights should be displayed from sunset to sunrise and
during periods of restricted visibility such as fog.

all-round
white light

ey
A A bl S
ganss=—
}

sidelights

v Fire Extinguisher

* All vessels are required to have a Type B fire extinguisher
onboard if one or more of the following conditions exist:
> Closed compartments under seats where portable
fuel tanks are stored;
> Closed storage compartments in which flammable or
combustible materials are stored;
> Closed living spaces;
> Permanently installed fuel tanks.
* Approved types of fire extinguishers are labeled “Marine
Type USCG Approved,” followed by the size and type
symbols and the approved number.

the “buyer” must apply
for the Certificate of
Number to be transferred

10 gavs ot tn

Types of Personal Flotation Devices

Boating experts agree that wearing a PFD is the
most important safety step you can take.

Type | Type 1l

v Sound Producing Devices

Any vessel less than 39.4 feet (12 meters) in length is
required to make an efficient sound signal (horn, whistle or
bell) to signal your position in periods of reduced visibility.
Vessel operators are required to carry some type of horn
or whistle capable of a 4-second blast audible for one-half
mile for all boats. (Athletic whistles are not acceptable on
boats over 39.4 feet.)

v/ Visual Distress Signals**

All boats less than 16 feet operating between sunset and
sunrise must be equipped with visual distress signals such
as flares. Boats larger than 16 feet must be equipped with
visual distress signals at all times.

**All boats used on federally controlled waters must
be equipped with U.S. Coast Guard-approved (day and
night) visual distress signals. All boats on federal
waters are required to carry night signals when
operating between sunset and sunrise. In addition, the
following boats must also carry day signals:

* Recreational boats 16 feet or longer

» Non-motorized, open sailboats 26 feet or longer

Personal Watercraft (PWC)
and towing requirements

Each person riding on or towed behind a personal water-
craft (PWC) must wear a Type |, 11 or 111 Coast Guard-
approved PFD in Mississippi waters south of I-10. The
PWC must be.equipped with a self-circling device or
lanyard-type ignition-safety switch with the lanyard at-
tached t@ the operator’s person, clothing or PFD. The
PW@E'may not be operated at an excessive speed within
Q0 feet of another occupied vessel except in a crossing
situation or overtaking in accordance with the navigation
rules. The PWC may not jump, or attempt to jump, the
wake of another vessel within 100 feet of that vessel and
may not follow within 100 feet of a water skier. Every
vessel towing a person(s) on water skis, a surfboard or a
similar device must have a person older than 10 years of
age, in addition to the operator, observing the towed
person(s) at all times. If towing a person behind a PWC,
the PWC must be rated for at least three people—the
driver, the observer and the person being towed.




